STUDENT NAME
NAME OF INSTITUTION
CLASS NAME
DATE OF SUBMISSION
Essay on “the dark triad”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
“The dark triad” are a combination of three traits, which have been identified by psychologists. The three traits are narcissism, Machiavellianism and psychopathy. The three are discussed as below here.
1. Narcissism
The word narcissism originated from the Greek myth of Narcissus, a hunter who fell in love with his own image in a pool of water. When he was staring at his own reflection on the water, he was drowned. This shows how narcissistic people are, that is selfish, mean, boastful, arrogant, lacking in empathy, and hypersensitive to criticism.
2. Machiavellianism
This word came from the renowned 16th century Italian politician and diplomat Niccolo Machiavelli. Machiavelli earned notoriety when his 1513 book by the name “The Prince” was interpreted as an endorsement of the dark arts of cunning and deceit in envoy. Traits associated with Machiavellianism include duplicity, manipulation, self- interest, and a lack of both emotion and morality.
3. Psychopathy
This is traditionally a mental disorder characterized by lack of empathy or remorse, antisocial behaviour, and being volatile and manipulative. It is vital to note that there is a distinction between psychopathic traits and being a psychopath, with it’s a commonly held association with criminal violence.
In the novel named Loner by Teddy Wayne, a character named David Federman, the titular loner arrives at the Havard at the fit of social anxiety. He was eager to seize the high social standing that he feels he deserves. He does this by choosing friends based on their physical attractiveness and general level of glamour. In his process of choosing friends, he stumbles upon the beautiful and wealthy Veronica Wells.
David follows her around the campus, takes covet pictures of her and feigns romantic interest in her roommate and this continues and gets worse.  The writer paints a picture of violence, which he says it is catalysed by the multifaceted, interwoven concepts of male entitlement, cultural narrative about college and social experience, fratty competition within male groups and societal scripts regarding female desire. In David’s desire to have an intimate relationship with Veronica, he helps her write her examinations and does assignments on her behalf. His plans were however unsuccessful. He befriends Veronica’s roommate by name Sarah. 
After sleeping with her a couple of times, Sarah termed the couple of times they had sex as a rape and David was hurt by Sarah’s words. After the many favours he did to Veronica, she did not reciprocate by loving him. This hurt David so much and he decided to attempt to rape Veronica. He sneaked into Veronica’s room and waited when she was asleep, then he bumped onto her bed. Luckily, Veronica wakes up fast and screams. Her roommate Sarah joins her in struggling with David. They call the police and David is arrested. However, he was acquitted due to provision of exonerating evidence.
David tried to show an antisocial behaviour by attempting to rape Veronica. Rape is a criminal offence, which punishable by law.  This behaviour of assaulting the woman is an antisocial behaviour, which is a form of Psychopath. Therefore, it is true that David engages in behaviours that intersect with the dark triad.
In the novel, “The Talented Mr Ripley, The writer Mighella introduces a character in the name of Tom in the film. Tom is a young man who aspired to be a musician and who currently worked as a washroom cleaner to earn a living. Tom is one of a character who will never let a chance go whenever it comes on his way. He is one person who knows that opportunity dances with only those on the dance floor. 
At first, Herbert Green leaf, meets the young man and he mistaken sees as that it is as Tom schooled with his son in the Princeton University. Toms quickly agrees with that offer. Upon reaching Italy, he pretends to be Dickie, the son he is supposed to bring back home to America. He befriends him and wants the friendship to be intimate but Dickie refuses. Tom says” Dickie has wealth, the easy confidence of the privately schooled, and the Italian dolce vita lifestyle. Therefore, his attractiveness to Dickie is by none other than out of jealousy.
Tom’s first instance of accepting to be Dickies’ schoolmate at Princeton portrays a duplicitous character. Upon arriving at Italy, his deception nature continues when he pretending to Dickie. He is jealous of Dickies life. At some point, he says that Dickie is young and he does not deserve the kind of life he lived. Tom says that he is older and smart upstairs therefore he deserve the best and not Dickie. Tom says, “I would rather fake somebody than a real nobody”. This shows that Tom is willing to do anything and will do for his personal gains. 
Upon arriving at Italy, he encounters Meredith and lies to her that he is Dickie. One would wonder why the delirium of Dickie and the woman would come to know who is Dickie and who is not. This shows high level of manipulation.
By the above actions, Tom displays deceit, duplicity and manipulation. These are the characteristics of Machiavellianism, which depict the triad.
Conclusion
The two novels, both the Loner and The Talented Mr Ripley, the characters have behaviours which are hardly understandable. The characters exhibit the Triad in one way or the other. It is therefore confident to say that of the two novels, they both employ the Triad concept as the character traits of Tom and David portray so.



